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certain labor and responsibilities merely for the position. My only wish was to promote, if I could, the good of the country and to rebuke the spirit of revolution which had invaded every sacred precinct of liberty. When, therefore, you pronounced the statements in question false, you did exactly right. ' Principles and not rulers,' is the motto for the rigid crisis through which we are now struggling. Had I been the Presidential nominee I should have considered it a tribute, not to me, but to principles which I had proclaimed and protected; but shall I cease to regard these principles, because by the judgment of mutual political friends another has been appointed to put them in execution ? Never !
I                            never !    These, sir, are my sentiments, whatever interested parties
may say to the contrary; and I desire that all may know and
]                            understand them.    I shall ever hold in grateful remembrance the
faithful friends who, toiling from every section of the country, preferred me by their votes and other expressions of confidence both in and out of the Convention, and shall do them all the justice to believe that they were governed by patriotic motives, that they did not propose simply to aggrandize my personal fortunes, but to serve their Country through me, and that they will not now suffer anything like personal preferences or jealousies to stand between them and their manifest duty. I have the honor to be, dear sir,
" Very respectfully yours,
"WINFIELD S. HANCOCK."
At this time he was in command of the Military Division of the Atlantic, with headquarters at Washington, D. C. In October of the same year, in accordance with his wishes, the headquarters were changed to New York. It was generally understood at the time that the change was attrib-utable to the lack of entente cordiale between the general commanding the army and General Hancock, but such was not the case.